
In today’s digitally-driven educational landscape, having the right technology essentials is crucial for college 

students to excel in their studies and beyond. This one-page guide breaks down the essential tools and 

devices every college student should consider for a successful academic journey.

Laptop or Computer

Ensure your device meets your 
program’s requirements and offers 

enough processing power and storage 
for your coursework.

Headphones or Earbuds 
 

Noise-canceling headphones are 
a must for online lectures, study 

sessions, and to help maintain focus  
in shared living spaces.

High-Speed Internet 
 

A stable and fast internet connection 
is essential for online research, 
attending virtual classes, and 

submitting assignments.

External Hard Drive  
or Cloud Storage

Consider an external hard drive or 
cloud storage solution like Google 

Drive or Dropbox to ensure your work 
is safe and accessible from any device. 

Save and back up work often.

Computer Charger 
 

Keeping your charger handy will 
ensure that your devices never run 
out of power. It can be especially 

helpful to have on you during class 
lectures, long study sessions, and 
virtual classroom participation.

Productivity Apps 
 

Download productivity apps like 
note-taking apps (e.g., Evernote or 

OneNote), calendar apps (e.g., Google 
Calendar), and task management apps 

(e.g., Todoist) to stay organized and 
on top of your responsibilities.
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